
Morning Prayer 
 

May 1, 2024 
 

St. Philip & St. James, Apostles (May 1st)  

Opening Sentence 
 

Officiant  On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.  Psalm 118:24  
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 

Officiant and People Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

Officiant  Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed:  
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.  

 

Venite  Psalm 95:1-7  
 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving 
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

 

For the Lord is a great God, 
and a great King above all gods.  

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, 
and the heights of the hills are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it, 
and his hands have molded the dry land.  

 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!  
 

The Psalm Appointed (appointed for the day)       Psalm 119: 33-40 
 

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 
and I shall keep it to the end. 

 

Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; 
I shall keep it with all my heart. 

 

Make me go in the path of your commandments, 
for that is my desire. 

 



Incline my heart to your decrees 
and not to unjust gain. 

 

Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; 
give me life in your ways. 

 

Fulfill your promise to your servant, 
which you make to those who fear you. 

 

Turn away the reproach which I dread, 
because your judgments are good. 

 

Behold, I long for your commandments; 
in your righteousness preserve my life. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  

 

The Lessons 
 

A Reading from the Paul’s 2nd Letter to the Corinthians    2 Corinthians 4: 1-6 
 

Since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We 
have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to 
falsify God's word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the 
conscience of everyone in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 
those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake. For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of 
darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle 12   A Song of Creation   Benedicite, omnia opera Domini    Song of the Three Young Men, 35-65  
 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

 

Let the earth glorify the Lord, 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, and all that grows upon the earth, 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

 



Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, 
O whales and all that move in the waters.  
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, 

praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, 
and all you flocks and herds.  
O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, 

praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
 

Let the people of God glorify the Lord, 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord, 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous, 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord, 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

 

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

 

The Gospel  
 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John   John 14: 6-14 
People              Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to Thomas, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on 
you do know him and have seen him." 
Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." Jesus said to him, 
"Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, `Show us the Father'? Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I 
do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my 
name you ask me for anything, I will do it." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 



Reflection 
The two apostles commemorated on this day are among those about whom little is known, 
except for their mention in the Gospels. James the Less is so called to distinguish him from 
James the son of Zebedee and from James “the brother of the Lord,” or perhaps to indicate 
youth or lack of stature. He is known to us from the list of the Twelve, where he is called James 
the son of Alpheus. He may also be the person referred to in Mark’s Gospel as James the 
younger, who, with his mother Mary and the other women, watched the crucifixion from a 
distance.  
Philip figures in several important incidents in Jesus’ ministry as reported in John’s Gospel. 
There we read that Jesus called Philip soon after calling Andrew and Peter. Philip, in turn, 
found his friend Nathanael, and convinced him to come and see Jesus, the Messiah. Later, 
when Jesus saw the hungry crowd, he asked Philip, “How are we to buy bread, so that these 
people may eat?” (John 6:5). Philip’s practical response, “Two hundred denarii would not buy 
enough bread for each of them to get a little” (John 6:7), was the prelude  
to the feeding of the multitude with the loaves and fishes. In a later incident in John’s Gospel, 
some Greeks came to Philip asking to see Jesus. At the Last Supper, Philip’s request, “Lord, 
show us the Father, and we shall be satisfied,” evokes the response, “Have I been with you so 
long, and yet you do not know me, Philip? He who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 
14:8, 9).  
 

The Apostles’ Creed  
 

Officiant and People 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 

The Prayers 
 

Officiant  The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 

 



Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
 

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
 

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety.  
 

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
 

V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
 

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Officiant  Almighty God, who gave to your apostles Philip and James grace and strength to 
bear witness to the truth: Grant that we, being mindful of their victory of faith, may glorify in 
life and death the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving    
 

Officiant  Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer 
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may 
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
 
 
 



Spiritual Communion 
 

Let us pray together a prayer for Spiritual Communion: 
 

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament.  We are 
grateful to know there are many ways to experience your presence, but in whatever 
way we do, we know you come into our hearts, minds and souls.  Unite my heart with 
those of my family of faith and make us all one with you.  May this spiritual 
communion strengthen my faith and grant me confidence in your loving care  
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The General Thanksgiving  
 

Officiant  Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us.  
We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for 
the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love.  
 

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which 
surrounds us on every side.  
 

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading us 
to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.  
 

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge 
our dependence on you alone.  
 

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the 
example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for 
his dying, through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which we 
are raised to the life of your kingdom.  
 

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known; and 
through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen.  

 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Officiant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.  

 

Bible Study 
 

Gospel:  John 15: 9-17 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 



“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known 
to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will 
give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you 
may love one another.” 
 

Reflection on John 15: 9-17 
 

The meal is finished.  Feet have been washed.  In this portion of Jesus’ last discourse with his 
disciples before his death, he presents both a rich blessing and a weighty responsibility.  
By calling his disciples “friends,” he brings them into a deeper relationship with himself,  
a relationship marked by great acceptance and intimacy.  But he also commands them to love 
one another, and illustrates this love by his own willingness to lay down his life for those he 
has called his friends.  If we, like the first disciples, are to be friends of Jesus, it means not only 
enjoying the comfort of his presence and love, but also loving one another to the point that 
we are willing to sacrifice ourselves for the good of the other friends of Jesus.  It is in this way 
that we abide in the love of Christ, and in this way that we bear lasting fruit for the kingdom of 
God. 
 

• What might change if we understand ourselves to be friends of God? 
 

• What would our lives (individually and collectively) look like if we followed Jesus’ 
example of love? 
 

• What holds us back from loving one another the way Christ loves us? 
 


